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in time, relieve them from this great destitution.

I would be too diffuse were I to point out all the
good qualities of this truly Christian man. He some-
times tells us of the regret that he feels at seeing the
bad opinion that some of his nation have of us. He
deplores the hardness of heart of those who do not lis-
ten to the Gospel. Moreover, he is a dexterous and
very industrious man, far from being addicted to the
sloth and idleness natural [71] to Savages. If his
efforts were seconded, he would soon extricate him-
self from the misery common to these barbarians; but
he happened to marry a woman who has very little
executive ability. The help we now give him will
enable him to succeed. He admires our way of do-
ing things. ‘‘ It is strange,” he said one day, ‘‘ that
you should know everything you have to do by the
sound of a bell,—without anything being said to
you, and without speaking to one another. As soon
as you hear the bell, some go out, others enter; some
go to work, others to pray; it makes you rise and go
to bed; and it gives, without a word, and with the
same sound, all the commands that have to be given.
It is different with us; if I wish to persuade my peo-
ple to work, I must speak many words; and, after
all, they scarcely obey me.”’

A young man of his nation having asked him for
his daughter in marriage, he said to him: ‘‘ Now
that T am a Christian, I honor God; I desire to obey
him. Well, he does not wish me to give my daugh-
ter to any one but a person who believes in him, and
who is resolved never to leave her if he marries her.
Consider whether thou hast enough courage to fulfill
these two conditions.’”” The young man replied that
he [72] had not sufficient mind to retain all that we



